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classification of cytochromes and their evolu- Jencks dealing with some fundamental problems in 
tionary relationship to each other is particularly enzyme catalysis. 
impressive for its critical attitude. I would also Altogether, this book contains an extraordinary 
mention the stimulating and informative essay by mixture of essays on a variety of topics of impor- 
Mildred Cohn on the modern combined use of two tance in biochemistry, and of special interest to 
isotopes. The book also contains some interesting those concerned with the history of this science. 
essays on photosynthesis and phosphorylation, on 
protein structure, and on biological regulation. I Albert Neuberger 
would also mention an important paper by W.P. 
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The rather limited aim of this book is to list a 
number (1529) of research projects in the general 
area of molecular biology and genetics funded by 
public grant-giving bodies between 1978 and 1981 
and to index details of these grants in various 
ways. It was compiled by searching the Smithso- 
nian Science Information Exchange data base and 
the editor, Dr Robert Pergolizzi of the Department 
of Human Genetics and Development, Columbia 
University, then making the choice of papers to be 
included and indexing them. The SSIE data base 
ceased to exist in 1981 and so no updating is possi- 
ble. The bulk of the book consists of short 
abstracts (100-200 words) of proposed research 
submitted either as a grant proposal or an annual 
report and naturally vary from sweeping 
statements about understanding human develop- 
ment to very detailed proposals. There follows a 
list of organisations receiving grants, a list of grant 
giving bodies, and a list of principal investigators. 
How the 1529 entrants were chosen remains a 
mystery. The emphasis is heavily towards the 
United States, with only one Swedish-funded and 
one Swiss-funded grant mentioned outside Britain 
and the USA. Even more puzzling is that the 
British Medical Research Council has been includ- 
ed in the data base, but only one of its project 
grants is mentioned. Because of the method of fun- 
ding its own extremely successful Laboratory for 
Molecular Biology at Cambridge is included only 4 
times - for work being done by outside-funded 
postdoctoral fellows. These examples illustrate the 
superficiality of this approach. 
Possible uses of this book include helping 
graduate students and post-dots. to select 
laboratories to approach for positions, suggesting 
new ways of phrasing grant applications, offering 
a few more ideas for funding bodies to approach 
and letting you know what some of your friends 
are up to these days. What it doesn’t do is keep you 
in touch with modern developments in 
biotechnology and genetic engineering. 
If someone is looking for a new literature com- 
puter study, how about comparing the proposals 
outlined here with the results and publications that 
actually came out of them - that might provide 
much more interesting reading for everyone. 
S. Malcolm 
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